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Erasmus+ Strategic Partnership (2017 - 2020) 

Project website http://www.openvirtualmobility.eu 
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OpenVM project partners
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1. Enhance the uptake of Open Virtual Mobility by improving 
virtual mobility skills of educators and students.


2. Create a collaborative OpenVM Learning Hub for 
achievement, assessment and recognition of VM skills.


3. Develop a set of innovative tools and methods to 
enhance learning and collaboration in context of (open) 
virtual mobility.

Project objectives (2017 – 2020)
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Project Outputs (O1 - O7)
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Launch of the OpenVM Learning Hub in 2019

Link https://hub.openvirtualmobility.eu/
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OpenVM Learning Hub with 6 areas

Link https://hub.openvirtualmobility.eu/

Open Virtual Mobility | www.openvirtualmobility.eu | @openVM_erasmus



Impact of Open Education on Virtual Mobility
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Virtual Mobility vs. Open Education?

Individual initiativeOrganisational initiative
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WHY of learning WHY of learning 

Changing views on Virtual Mobility in Higher Education

Ubachs, G., & Henderikx, P. (2018). EADTU Mobility Matrix, (pp. 26). Maastricht, NL: EADTU. 

Ubachs, G., & Henderikx, P. (2018). EADTU Mobility Matrix, Maastricht, NL: EADTU, p. 9. 

“In the case of virtual mobility, a university programme might prefer to 
make its online course catalogue also open to students and universities 
outside of an institutional agreement, in particular online courses, MOOCs 
(on a MOOC platform or on their learning environment), virtual seminars, 
projects, educational games, virtual labs, etc. In this case, its course 
catalogue is not restricted anymore to institutions with which it signed 
an institutional (Erasmus) agreement for exchange mobility. A student of 
another university can take the initiative to apply for mobility on online 
courses or learning activities in the open catalogue of this programme. 
This can be called open virtual mobility, to some extent comparable with 
the free movers part in the physical Erasmus scheme.”
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formal  …        semi-formal        …       informal

institutional agreement 
e. g. European Virtual 

Exchange project 
(EPFL, Sorbonne)

recognition of credits 
e. g. earning ECTS 
tracks in MOOCs 

(iversity, open HPI)

no agreement and no 
recognition of credits 

e. g. InterCult (DE, FR, HU, 
BR, US), TalkTech (RO, US)
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Forms of virtual mobility (VM spectrum)



Collection of Good Practice Examples (OER)



seminars

programs

internships

labs

networks

modules
campus

lectures

summer schools

Applying “open” to different educational formats
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WHY of learning WHY of learning 

Opening virtual mobility along the 10 OE dimensions

Link https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/open-education:

Open Virtual Mobility | www.openvirtualmobility.eu | @openVM_erasmus



Opportunities and challenges of opening virtual mobility

“A lot still needs to be done for open education practices to become a 
strong tool for social and economic development. There needs to be a 
strategic opening up of education by higher education institutions if they 
are to address some of the social issues that are important for Europe at 
the moment, such as enhanced workforce skills, access to job 
opportunities and personal growth of citizens. (…) 

The main reasons for HEIs not to engage in open education practices are 
that academic staff is not skilled to use open education and also the 
difficulties associated with formal recognition of open education. 
Pedagogical issues are reported as less important challenges”

Andreia Inamorato dos Santos, Yves Punie, Jonatan Castaño Muñoz (2016). Opening up Education. JRC Science Hub.
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Defining Open Virtual Mobility Skills for Teachers and Students

https://www.openvirtualmobility.eu/outputs/1091-o1-conceptual-framework-and-guidelines-for-achievement-assessment-and-recognition-of-vm-skills-in-he/
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WHY of learning WHY of learning 
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Group Concept Mapping Study (O1)



WHY of learning WHY of learning 

(1) Intercultural skills & attitudes  

(2) Networked learning  

(3) Active self-regulated learner skills 

(4) Media and digital literacy 

(5) Autonomy-driven learning  

(6) Interactive and collaborative learning in an 

authentic international environment 

(7) Open-mindedness 

(8) Gaining Knowledge of Virtual Mobility and 

Open Education
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Virtual Mobility Skill Set in context of Open Education
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Open Credentials to recognise virtual mobility skills

Opening the skill recognition!



Develop, assess and recognise your virtual mobility skills 

in the OpenVM Learning Hub hub.openvirtualmobility.eu/
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OpenVM MOOCs in the Learning Hub 
hub.openvirtualmobility.eu/
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Join us! OpenVM Network
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